
Early Garden Progress to 2012 
 
This is the eyesore, the former front entry to the school, which 

was a vacant lot used for parking and dumping since the early 

1980’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall 2007 

 

With an initial grant from the City of Pleasant Hill, students and 

their teacher, Monika Olsen, could visualize the water 

conservation demonstration garden becoming a reality.  The 

kickoff was held on 9/15/07, Pleasant Hill’s annual Community 

Service Day. 

 

 

Boy Scout Troop 405 and 421 in Pleasant Hill helped students and 

others in laying paths to be wheelchair-accessible.  Students and 

other volunteers laid a path for middle school children to walk to 

school safely through the garden.   

 

For his Eagle Scout Project, Sam Fugate of Troop 421 provided 

vehicle barriers around the perimeter of the garden, with help from 

Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Diablo Adult Education Gardening students designed the landscape 

with the theme ‘California Natural’that reflected an emphasis on native 

plants and providing wildlife habitat.  Students built a composting system 

to recycle neighborhood and school waste which in turn builds soil health. 

Pleasant Hill’s Community Service Day, 9/15/07 
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Winter 2007-Spring 2008 

 

Soil preparation required breaking up the heavily compacted clay soil 

and additionally excavating the soil to prevent drainage problems.  De La 

Salle High School and other volunteers used pickaxes, shovels, forks, 

and muscle power to aerate the soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Truckloads of donated mulch, gravel and soil amendments from Navlets, 

Mt. Diablo Landscape Center, and Diamond K Supply were mixed into 

the soil and mounded for natives and drought tolerant plants in the 

chaparral and woodland beds.  Work continues to improve the soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant propagation began.  DVC’s Adaptive Horticulture class raised native 

meadow grasses they planted in December 2007. Other native and drought 

tolerant plants were donated by Markham Arboretum, Contra Costa Master 

Gardeners, and the California Council of Adult Education, as well as by 

many individuals and are still being sought.  (See the plant wish list.) 

 

 

 

Summer-Fall 2008 

 

Volunteers at Pleasant Hill’s Community Service Day on September 20th and Chevron 

volunteers during the annual Week of Caring in September contributed a path into the 

garden from the adjacent parking lot and created 

a dry streambed in the garden.  It was necessary 

to use a jackhammer to break up the asphalt and 

concrete debris that had previously been dumped 

on the site.   

 

More path building and planting of prepared beds 

continued when the weather cooled in the fall 

with the help of Monte Vista High School Honor 

Society, Bentley’s High School and other 

volunteers.  
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As his Eagle Scout project, Crosby Sperling of Boy Scout Troop 221 designed 

and built the hexagonal informational kiosk with an arbor top covering.  The 

project was more difficult due to concrete and asphalt debris left over the 

years which 

required the use of 

a jackhammer for 

removal.  Kiosk 

panels were 

designed and 

printed with help 

from Central Contra Costa Sanitary District to explain the 

garden’s purpose and use of recycled water, to update 

visitors on events, to illustrate the garden with a map and 

to describe the plant communities.  Funding was provided 

by the Pleasant Hill Community Foundation. 

 

A preview tour of the garden on June 14th introduced more visitors to this water conservation demonstration garden. 

 

Winter 2008-Spring 2009 

 

While many volunteers continued to weed, sheet-mulch, compost, and prune, a 

major accomplishment of 2009 was bringing a microspray and drip irrigation 

system to the garden.  Funding was provided by the City of Pleasant Hill, the 

Pleasant Hill Community Foundation, the Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club, the 

Contra Costa Master Gardener Association and Contra Costa Water District.   

 

Commencing in the spring, volunteers dug trenches for the main line and lateral 

lines divided by hydrozones into woodland, chaparral, bog and meadow areas.  

Cresco’s Rentals assisted with a trencher Eli Lily volunteers carefully maneuvered 

to dig through the concrete-like soil that initiated “The Big Dig.” 

 

The handsome redwood arbor was designed and built by Scott Spofford for his 

Eagle Scout project with Boy Scout Troop 401.  Volunteers planted the native 

California grapevine to provide more shade and habitat. 

 

Summer-Fall 2009 

 

 

Work on the irrigation system continued to replace the 

former inefficient hand-watering practice.  PVC pipe 

was laid and connected to polytubing as trenches were completed and filled in.  Volunteers 

connected microspray and drip emitters near plants to encourage them to grow roots 

outward.  MP rotator low-flow sprinklers in the meadow area were used to demonstrate 

water conservation.   
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For his Eagle Scout project, Michael Hildner of Boy Scout Troop 405 built a 

raised bed using some of the river rock donated by Delta Demolition and 

Avalon Bay Communities.  He planted it with native bunchgrasses, 

buckwheat and other drought tolerant species, many which were donated.  

 

 

 

 

Work on laying drip irrigation, mulching and 

improving of streambeds were projects 

completed during the annual Pleasant Hill’s 

Community Service Day on September 24th 

and the annual Week of Caring in September 

with Chevron volunteers.   

 

 

 

 

 

Benches and bridges were built during these big annual events, with help 

from Chevron engineers on the bridges and help on design of the wrap-

around bench by John Albert, a contractor. Recycled wood for these projects 

was donated by Delta Demolition. 

 

Volunteers also built and decorated a bowl for the planned bird bath. 

 

 

 

 

PHIG’s hard-working steering committee presented a Grand Opening with a 

ribbon-cutting ceremony at the garden with Michael Harris, Mayor of 

Pleasant Hill, and included representatives from Pleasant Hill’s Civic Action 

Commission, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, Mt. Diablo Adult 

Education, Pleasant Hill Community Foundation, Contra Costa Master 

Gardener Association, Boy Scouts, and the Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club, 

who were honored for their contributions on October 25th.. 

 

It was an opportunity to recognize the more than 3,000 hours of dedicated 

efforts of over 300 volunteers, the huge community support and many 

generous contributions of individuals and organizations to bring the garden 

into being in a little over two years.  Kathy Richardson and Aleeta Slattery were honored as Outstanding Volunteer of 

the Year.  Tours of the garden provided an insider view to the garden’s restoration and development.  Visitors learned 

more about water conservation, native plants and wildlife gardening. 

Open House October 25, 2009 
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Winter 2009-Spring 2010 

 

As part of the requirements for the National Wildlife Federation’s Wildlife Habitat 

certification, a garden provides food, water, shelter and nesting areas for birds, bats, lizards, 

amphibians and insects in as many ways as possible.  Funding was provided by the City of 

Pleasant Hill and by Central Contra Costa Sanitary District to implement the plans for a 

seasonal wetland in the dry streambed, a re-circulating spring, and a bog area which would 

provide additional sources for food and water as well as shelter and nesting areas. Green Life 

Studios provided design services for the new water feature.  

 

Bird shelters and houses, a bat house and other shelters were designed, built and installed in 

the garden.   

 

 

Winter rains filled the existing streambed and predicted how important storm 

water runoff concerns would be from a paved parking lot expected in the 

Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park 

District’s master plan development of 

the adjacent Pleasant Oaks Park.   

 

Earth Day volunteers including 

California Landscape Contractors 

Association, Green Life Studios and 

Brown & Caldwell’s Green Team 

expanded the dry streambed, which is part of the seasonal wetland plan 

developed by Green Life Studios to provide the necessary water for habitat.  

Girl Scouts planted wildflowers in the garden and everyone enjoyed a tour of 

the garden, learning more about sustainable practices. 

 

As the boundaries of the garden were re-configured with a site survey after the 

Pleasant Hill Recreation and Park District’s Measure E was passed by voters, the 

kiosk was relocated from the west side of the garden during several February and 

March garden work parties close to the stop sign near the dry streambed.  

 

This major effort was led 

by Chris Grimmer, a 

contractor who was 

instrumental in getting 

the posts and supports level and the concrete poured.  

Acalanes High School and other volunteers provided the 

human power to make the move happen.   
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Summer 2010 

 

Additionally, the redwood grape arbor was required by the Pleasant Hill 

Recreation and Park District to be moved onto school property with passage of 

the bond measure.  Due to the difficulty of the move, the arbor was moved in 

stages throughout the summer with the help of the Church of Latter Day Saints, 

scouts, and other volunteers.   

 

It required unfastening the 8 support posts, 

dismantling the arbor top, preparing new 

concrete piers in the new location over the dry 

streambed, and making sure the new anchors 

would be level to prepare for the move.   

 

It took 10 strong people to move 

the remaining arbor skeleton into 

the new setting.  Then the arbor 

parts had to be fastened back 

together again.   

 

Lastly, the California grapevine that survived the summer was 

replanted back to climb up the arbor. 

 

 

Fall 2010 

 

Volunteers continued to expand the dry streambed and prepare for winter rains during 

community service and work party days from fall into the winter.  

 

Most helpful were Green Life Studios, a landscape design firm, and the California 

Landscape Contractors Association members who provided not only design services but 

human and machine power for the water feature to be dug deeply enough to 

accommodate seasonal flooding and irrigation setup for the installation of the 

recirculating spring.  

 

Volunteers from Chevron, Bank of the West, and Wells 

Fargo Bank, led by PHIG volunteers, Green Life Studios, a 

landscape design firm, and the California Landscape 

Contractors 

Association, helped 

further during 

September’s Week of 

Caring, an annual 

United Way event.  
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Volunteers built a platform for the birdbath bowl and connected it to the water source. They moved rock and gravel 

into the dry streambed in preparation for a small spring.  Others weeded, mulched and restored paths in the garden.   

 

During the City of Pleasant Hill’s annual Community Service Day on September 25th, more volunteers worked on the 

dry streambed and bog area. They moved rock into the dry streambed, secured liner edges, and prepped the bird bath.   

 

Others turned the compost, pruned and 

continued garden maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since no electrical power is available at the garden, a solar panel system was planned in order to power the solar 

pump for the re-circulating spring.  Bob Swanson, retired meteorologist, designed, constructed and installed the solar 

panel system in the best location for sun exposure.   

 

During several garden work parties 

volunteers installed the connecting pipe to 

the solar pump in the dry streambed.  

 

Later in the spring, connecting and testing of 

the system was done to ensure power to the 

solar pump for the re-circulating spring.  

 

 

 

 

Winter 2010 

 

Along with pruning, composting, mulching, chipping, and weeding, garden 

volunteers were busy continuing to add more rock to the seasonally dry streambed 

and bog area.   

 

Even though the weather could be chilly, 

volunteers enjoyed homemade cookies and 

other snacks. 

 

 

As irrigation for the birdbath was completed, volunteers enjoyed decorating the 

stand with donated ceramic tiles.  Birds and all kinds of insects regularly visit it. 
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Without the use of special equipment, DVC’s International Club and 

Acalanes High School volunteers used torque and levers to move boulders 

weighing at least 75 to 100 pounds into position at the head of the dry 

streambed.  It truly was a rock party. 

 

Spring 2011 

 

With funding and volunteers 

from the First Presbyterian 

Church of Berkeley, spring 

started off with a bang on two 

new projects:   

 identification of plants in the 

garden with permanent plant 

tags  

 a multiple-use storage-

workbench, designed by  

    Kevin Tracy of Cascade Construction. 

 

The workbench not only holds three 

wheelbarrows and materials but also serves 

as a potting table and teacher 

demonstration station to display posters or 

whiteboards.  Other volunteers weeded, 

composted, and mulched during the 

church’s annual Do Justice community 

service event.  

 

Earth Day was celebrated April 25th working on the storage workbench and adding 

more rock to the seasonally dry streambed and bog area.   

 

As part of PHIG’s educational outreach to the community, Earth Day included 

educational talks, displays, and games, including information by Jennifer Smith 

on the importance of native bees.  An explanation was given about the weather 

station, donated by Robert Remington and installed by Bob Swanson, retired 

meteorologist.  It is planned that in the future local weather reports will be 

available to the community and school over the Internet. 
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Summer 2011 

 

Volunteers painted the new storage-workbench and added fasteners to hold the lid in position 

for its multiple uses.   

 

As his Eagle Scout project, Craig Guggiana from Boy Scout 

Troop 490 engraved a sign with the PHIG name and logo on 

the informational kiosk to make it easier for visitors to locate 

the garden. H also renovated the kiosk panels to be more 

waterproof and to be able to change their content, and when 

the kiosk was vandalized, he repaired and replaced the 

damaged panels.  

 

 

The Pleasant Hill Garden Study Club provided funding for the 

waterproof tools shed Eagle Scout Will Dundon from Boy Scout 

Troop 277 constructed for PHIG that serves as the entry to the 

garden. Will attached our entry sign with the wooden lettering that 

had been carefully prepared by Kathy and Jeff Bairey. The entry sign 

was an additional project supported by the First Presbyterian Church 

of Berkeley.   

 

 

Ongoing maintenance included repairing and placing plant tags, 

composting, pruning, weeding, watering and sheet-mulching new beds, 

with help from Concord Troop 444, DVC International Club, and many 

other volunteers. 

 

 

Fall 2011 

 

During the annual Week of Caring event in September, in addition to 

garden maintenance and preparing the garden for fall events, Chevron 

volunteers worked on the seasonally 

dry streambed, placing irrigation, 

moving rock, planting rushes along the 

streambed, and placing flagstone rock 

which had been donated to PHIG for 

the re-circulating spring.   
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Pleasant Hill’s annual Community Service Day on September 

24th was quite a family event with several budding young 

gardeners learning to mulch, weed, prune, or move rocks.  

Fasteners for tools were put up to organize and maximize 

space in the tools shed. There were several sightings of lizards, 

hummingbirds, and butterflies.  

 

 

Repairs were made to the birdbath after vandalism damage and the bubbler was 

replaced to provide a source of fresh water for wildlife.   

 

 

An Open House with educational exhibits, 

talks and a garden tour was held on 

October 30th to celebrate over four years 

of restoration and development of a 

former wasteland.   

 

 

 

 

Bob Swanson was honored as Outstanding Volunteer of the Year.  Judy Ryan was 

recognized as Outstanding Master Gardener of the Year.  DVC’s International Club 

received the award for Outstanding Volunteer Group.   

 

Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, the Pleasant Hill Civic Action Commission, 

First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley, Jim and Nay Albertson and Pleasant Hill 

Garden Study Club were recognized for invaluable contributions to the garden.   

 

 

During the fall, in addition to ongoing maintenance, materials, tools 

and equipment were moved into the new storage facilities and secured.  

Beds were planted and irrigation was installed.  San Ramon Valley 

Methodist Church and DVC International Club group volunteers 

joined others on those projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

David Azevedo brought tools and equipment to do necessary major pruning and chipping of the 

large mulberry trees which will provide more open shade. 

 

Open House, October 30, 2011 
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Winter 2011-Spring 2012 

 

Cub scouts and high school volunteers began the process of chipping the mulberry 

prunings to be composted.  Some pieces of wood were reserved for fence lizard 

shelters created by 

students. 

 

During garden work 

parties the new beds that 

had been sheet-mulched 

were planted.  

Wildflowers propagated 

by DVC’s Adaptive Horticulture class were planted in the 

meadow and at the front entry to the garden.   

 

Led by teacher Monika Olsen and Judy Ryan, fellow master 

gardener, other projects volunteers learned by doing included 

composting, mulching, weeding, pruning, planting, watering 

and repairing the drip irrigation system.  DVC International 

Club, Dougherty Valley High School Key Club and CSF Club, 

Alhambra High School CSF Club, and Northgate High School 

Key Club group volunteers joined others to help with those 

projects. 

 

 

 

 

Invasive weeds such as South African Veldtgrass and Bindweed were 

removed by hand since the garden uses no herbicides. 

 

Earth Day, April 22nd was 

celebrated with a work 

party, exhibits, a garden 

tour, special talks, and 

educational games for 

everyone.  Beekeeper 

Gary from Mt. Diablo 

Beekeepers Association 

informed everyone on 

how to get started in 

beekeeping. 

 

It was pleasant to rest on the wrap-around bench under the shade of 

the mulberry trees and enjoy the view of Mt. Diablo on several hot 

spring days, as J Serve teens from Contra Costa temples and others 

have discovered.  
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As the garden grows each season, volunteers and visitors have remarked on all the seasonal color and interest and 

watched many wildlife residents and visitors to the garden.  Volunteers learn by doing about composting, native 

plants, wildlife preservation, waste recycling and water conservation practices they can use at home. 

 

Several upcoming projects include: 

 LED security lighting for the informational kiosk 

 a small greenhouse for plant propagation and plant nursery 

 updating of the composting system 

 garden signage and plant communities brochure 

 garden perimeter pathways and fencing 

 

 

This garden has demonstrated from its very beginning how water conservation and low maintenance practices can be 

used by everyone to grow a beautiful garden in what was for many years a wasteland.   

 

The garden is revealing how to restore land back to health and 

how to establish a garden as a wildlife habitat without the use 

of pesticides that degrade our air, soil and water quality.  Using 

gardening practices and plants suitable for our community will 

in turn improve environmental health and well-being for 

wildlife and humans alike. 

 

Visitors may stop by anytime to view the continuing 

restoration and development of the garden.   Garden work 

parties, open house, and other events with educational exhibits, 

garden tours and talks are held regularly. (continued) 
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